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 Sunday 1st August 2010
The undercover guide to Britain's best stopovers

In a new book published this week, Five TV's Hotel Inspector, Alex Polizzi, names some of her favourite places to stay in the UK. 
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The Great House Hotel, Suffolk
You might feel a pang of disappointment on arriving at The Great House in Lavenham.  But that's only because to get to it you drive through the winding streets of this village which boasts more than 300, mostly Tudor, listed buildings. You pass streets and squares of colourful half-timbered and latticed-windowed houses, all leaning at precarious angles, before arriving at The Great House which, due to an 18th-century facelift, looks suspiciously Georgian in design. 

The disappointment doesn't last long, however. 
While Lavenham may be traditional England, The Great House is traditional France; there is a no-nonsense dedication here to producing the best in both French cuisine and service without any hint of compromise. This is perhaps why the owner, Regis, has chosen not to display the many years' worth of AA two-rosette plates on the walls like so many other establishments do. Rather, he has his staff eat from them – an eminently practical reminder to keep standards high, as well as keeping the walls clear for a much more attractive collection of paintings. 
Both the bar and the dining room are quite stark, without being cold, due to the abundance of wood – a polished wooden bar stands in front of glass-fronted wooden wine racks. Wooden floorboards run the length of the bar and dining room, and the white walls are criss-crossed with old wooden beams. White linen tablecloths and leather-backed chairs add a final touch of understated elegance. 

By day these two rooms are light and airy, and by night low-lit and cosy, with candles on each table and on colder evenings there is a fire in the large old redbrick fireplace. To the rear of the house is a terrace with seating and the potential for drinking or dining during more clement times of the year. 

Details: http://www.greathouse.co.uk
